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" If the Austrians leave us quiet in a position like
this, they deserve to be hanged/' " It is to be hoped
that they fear us more than the gallows/' rejoined
the King, and planned a flank attack on Daun, who,
he believed, was about to retreat into Bohemia.
The result was that before daybreak, on Octo-
ber 14, 1758, the Prussian camp was surprised.
Five generals, Keith among them, perished. Fred-
erick's obstinate foolhardiness cost him more than
one-fourth of his army, with more than a hundred
guns and much material of war. Kolin, Domstadtl,
and Hochkirch, three victories over the King of
Prussia within sixteen months, formed a splendid
chaplet for a general whose forte was caution. The
Pope was said to have rewarded Daun with a conse-
secrated hat and sword.

" It may be safely reckoned," so the King in-
formed the Berlin public a week later, " that our
loss does not exceed 3000 men. . . . These
disasters are sometimes inevitable in the great game
of chance which we call war/' The hour of dis-
aster had again proved Frederick superior to the
shrewdest blows of Fate. At the moment when the
Austrians, creeping through the darkness, began to
butcher his men in their tents, he proved himself once
more a hero. Disdaining to order a retreat, he extri-
cated his army from its terrible position and formed
a new line only half a league to the rear. Daun, who
had lost more than 6000 men, entrenched himself
on the field, and was soon plying his old trade of
circumspectly hanging upon the skirts of the foe.
Within ten days of the battle Frederick robbed him